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Padua, Italy
A “Nursery of the Arts”

* Inthe sixteenth century, Padua had one of the best universities in Europe — it

was a college town
* Galileo was one of the professors during this time and the hall where he lectured

still stands
* The university also has the first-ever anatomy theatre; the school led the way in

medicine and natural philosophy

Padua Fast Facts
* Located 25 miles from Venice in northern Italy
* Another famous resident of Padua included the poet Dante (author of “The
Divine Comedy”)
* St Anthony of Padua is buried there
* Botanical garden (1545) is the oldest in Europe
* Also spelled Padova and Padoa
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The “Bad Quarto”

The version of The Taming of the Shrew that is

best known — and attributed to Shakespeare — The taining of a Shres.
. . . .. Ifon, HaKatz, Comehither'wench and liltto me,
was published with the First Folio in 1623. Viethisgentleman ieridlyas thoi cant:

Twenty good morrowes tomy-louely Kare,
Youieltl amfure,is fhe yours already?

Itel thee Karel know thou lowft me wel.

. Thediuc x\nu doywhorold you fo?
mindfweet Kare dothfay l\nlhcmin.
hed,and matrie bonnic Kafé,
Kare:\Was cuer ‘L ne fo groffeanaffeasthis?
l(rau T4t¢ ifolong and neuer nc’akxﬂw.
Ifay,andg geryouft om chisplaces
Il fet mycencomn Amandmentsi nyourfice:
Fera lucrhcdn[\:re theyfaythouarca threw,

However, an anonymous quarto was published
in 1594, entitled The Taming of a Shrew. There
are many parallels between the two texts (see
below) but there are many more differences.

:n_vll.xmi,h»r!c itreachyour cares
wre,this hand ismincand Liky loues
.tilc woodcockewants his taile,

Things that are the same:

yerhiis bil wil feruesifthe other faile,
. Hownow Ferands, what (aies my daughter?

¢ Katherine and ChriStopher Sly bOth }'n,;n Shees w ﬂ' ing ficand louesmeas hir life.
. ,\ ur Tis for your skin then,butnot to be your wife,
appear with the same names . Come hither Kare and letme giue thy hand
'10 » mthac I ln u.\hokntn thyloue,
* The structure/plots are the same: Andthoutomo '
A . Kate, \Wh er, what do yourmean todowithme,
taming Kate, wooing the younger N
sister(s), the framing device of Bty Tl Goten ooy

For [ methinkes haucliude toolongamaid,

ChrIStopher Sly And match him to,or elfe his manlic wdsbood
. s . Alfon, Giuet nethy lnnd Ferandslouesthee well,
* Some language is very similar, though it Andyvilyvithyvealth andeafe maintaing thy ftate:
Here Ferandotake hét forthy wife

is attributed to different characters B3 And

Things that are different:
* A Shrew is 60% the length of The Shrew
* |t takes place in Greece, not Italy

* All the characters minus Kate and Sly have different names

* The Christopher Sly framing device has an ending that does not exist in The
Shrew (some productions will actually use this ending, or provide their own)

* Kate has two sisters

Here are the most popular theories about this “bad quarto” (there are a lot more):

* Shakespeare wrote A Shrew and later revised substantially

* Somebody else (maybe an actor in the production, or someone in the audience
trying to “pirate” Shakespeare’s work) wrote down A Shrew from memory...and
did a really bad job

* One version is an adaptation of the other, perhaps competing versions of the
same story

* Or maybe a combination of all the above?



Kate Through the Ages

Ada Rehan, 1887
Sinead Cusack, 1982

Paola Dionisotti, 1978




